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​

Facts are a great way to capture people’s attention and can help change people’s behaviour because they can get an understanding of the consequences their actions will have. Incorporate facts into presentations to convince management and to motivate and encourage staff to become Waste Wise.
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	GENERAL



	Fact: Australians create about 28 million tonnes of garbage every year. Just over one third of this material is recovered for recycling.

Sustainability Victoria - Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_2_-_Waste_Facts.doc
See also: WCS Market Intelligence 2001, Australian Waste Industry – Industry and Market Report.



	Fact: Australians are the second highest producers of waste, per person, in the world with each of us sending almost 690kgs of waste to landfill each year (the United States is the highest waste producer).

Clean Up Australia

http://www.cleanup.com.au/main.asp?RequestType=Doc&DocID=79&CatID=2


	Fact: The amount of waste placed in landfill each year in Australia is enough to cover the state of Victoria.

Clean Up Australia

http://www.cleanup.com.au/main.asp?RequestType=Doc&DocID=79&CatID=2


	Fact: In 2003–04, over 9.5 million tonnes of solid waste was generated in Victoria. In the same year, over 5.1 million tonnes of that waste was recovered for recycling, that’s 53% of the total waste.

Sustainability Victoria – Towards Zero Waste Strategy Summary

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/675-sustainability-in-action-towards-zero-waste.asp
See also: EcoRecycle, 2004. Annual Survey of Recycling Industries 2003/2004, pg.6.



	Fact:  Each year household recycling in Victoria saves:

· 8, 960 mega litres of water – that’s the water consumption of 3,370,000 people for one week.

· 309,964 tonnes of greenhouse gasses – equivalent to taking 51,661 cars off the road for a year.

· The average amount of energy used by over 155,000 households a year!

Sustainability Victoria– Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_2_-_Waste_Facts.doc
See also: EcoRecycle Victoria, (2004) Local government data collection 2002 – 2003 Kerbside Waste Management Services, p. 27



	Fact: The ecological footprint is used to communicate the amount of land needed per capita based on national resource consumption, depletion and regeneration. If everyone in the world had the same eco-footprint as we do in Australia, we would require 3 earths to live upon. 

World Wildlife Fund

http://assets.panda.org/downloads/lpr2004.pdf 

See also http://www.epa.vic.gov.au/Eco-footprint/default.asp



	PAPER



	Fact: Since European settlement, approximately half (45%) of Australia’s forests have been cleared. 

The Wilderness Society

http://www.wilderness.org.au/campaigns/forests/general/background/#logging
http://www.wilderness.org.au/campaigns/forests/general/background/


	Fact: An area almost the size of the Australian Capital Territory is logged every year in Australia. Over half of this wood is wood-chipped for paper pulp. 

The Wilderness Society

http://www.wilderness.org.au/campaigns/forests/general/background/#logging
http://www.wilderness.org.au/campaigns/forests/general/background/


	Fact: It takes 24 trees to create one tonne of virgin office paper (not to mention the energy and water costs!). 

“Know your Paper: A Guide to Purchasing Recycled Content Office Paper” April 2004 

Department of Environment and Conservation (NSW)

http://www.resource.nsw.gov.au/officebuildings/data/Know%20Your%20Paper%20for%20Offices%20web%20version.pdf


	Fact: In 2002–03, Australians used 4 million tonnes of printing, writing and packaging paper and cardboard, a 10.2% increase from 2001–02. Of the 4 million tonnes used, almost 1.9 million tonnes was collected for recycling

Sustainability Victoria– Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_5_-_Paper.doc
See also: Australian Paper Industry Council Website - http://www.apic.asn.au/statistics/


	Fact:  In 2003, Australians used over 718,000 tonnes of newspapers.

Sustainability Victoria– Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_5_-_Paper.doc
See also: Publishers National Environment Bureau Website, http://www.pneb.com.au/press.html


	Fact: Victoria's newspaper recycling rate is a record 77%! This means Victoria, along with NSW, is one of the best newspaper recyclers in the world.

Sustainability Victoria– Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_5_-_Paper.doc
See also: Publishers National Environment Bureau Website, http://www.pneb.com.au/press.html


	Fact: Approximately 1.35 million tonnes of printing and writing paper was used in Australia in 2002–03. However, only a fraction of this paper (169,000 tonnes) was recovered though recycling.

Sustainability Victoria– Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_5_-_Paper.doc
See also: Australian Paper Industry Council Website - http://www.apic.asn.au/statistics/


	Fact:  In 2002–03 paper and cardboard recovery reached the highest recorded amount yet at over 818,000 tonnes.

Sustainability Victoria– Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_5_-_Paper.doc
See also: Annual Survey of Recycling Industries 2002/2003, EcoRecycle Victoria



	Fact: Australia’s recycling rate has continued to increase over the last decade. In 2003, over 528,000 tonnes of old newspapers were recycled, giving Australia a recycling rate of 74%.

Sustainability Victoria– Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_5_-_Paper.doc
See also: Publishers National Environment Bureau Website, http://www.pneb.com.au/press.html


	Fact: Did you know that every year around 3.5 million tonnes of paper and cardboard is used in Australia? This is enough to fill 160,000 large semi trailers.

Visy – Visy Recycling – Paper & Cardboard.

http://www.visy.com.au/divisions/category_page.aspx?did=1&sid=3&cid=89&scid=92


	Fact: 75% of a tree harvested for paper does not wind up as a paper product. 

Natural Resources Defence Council:

https://www.nrdc.org/cities/recycling/recyc/chap1.asp


	Fact: About 93 percent of today's paper comes from trees. Paper production is responsible for about a fifth of the total wood harvest worldwide. A sheet of writing paper might contain fibres from hundreds of different trees that have collectively travelled thousands of kilometers from forest to consumer. 

Worldwatch Institute

http://www.worldwatch.org/pubs/goodstuff/paper/


	Fact: Producing one tonne of paper requires 2-3 times its weight in trees. 

Worldwatch Institute

http://www.worldwatch.org/pubs/goodstuff/paper/


	Fact:  Newly cut trees account for 55 percent of the global paper supply, while 38 percent is from recycled wood-based paper, and the remaining 7 percent comes from non-tree sources.

Worldwatch Institute

http://www.worldwatch.org/pubs/goodstuff/paper/


	Fact: The pulp and paper industry is the world's fifth largest industrial consumer of energy and uses more water to produce a tonne of product than any other industry.

Worldwatch Institute

http://www.worldwatch.org/pubs/goodstuff/paper/


	Fact: When paper is disposed of to landfill rather than recycled, it creates methane as it breaks down.  Methane is a major greenhouse gas that contributes to global warming with a life span 21 times longer than carbon dioxide.

VISY Recycling, Paper and Cardboard Facts

http://www.visy.com.au/divisions/category_page.aspx?did=1&sid=3&cid=89&scid=92


	Fact: Manufacturing virgin paper products requires many more chemicals than recycled paper manufactured from waste paper.  

Recycling and Environment, Frequently asked questions-PaperLinx, Vic.

http://www.reflex.com.au/PDF/Reflex_FAQ.pdf


	Fact: Manufacturing recycled paper can use up to 90% less water and 50% less energy than making it from trees.
Sustainability Victoria – Green Office Guide Booklet

http://www.seav.sustainability.vic.gov.au/ftp/advice/business/booklets/GreenOfficeGuide.pdf


	Fact: Paper is the biggest cost in using a printer. 

Origin Energy: Business Efficiency Tips

http://www.originenergy.com.au/business/efficiency/index.php?app_id=1


	Fact: Using recycled paper saves trees. For every 100 reams of recycled office paper that is printed double sided will save two trees, more than 1 tonne of greenhouse gas and almost a cubic metre of landfill space compared to 100 reams of paper that is not recycled or printed double sided. 

Sustainability Victoria – Green Office Guide Booklet

http://www.seav.sustainability.vic.gov.au/ftp/advice/business/booklets/GreenOfficeGuide.pdf


	Fact: Recycling paper not only reduces the amount of waste to landfill, it also contributes to sustainable resource usage. For each tonne of paper that is recycled, 

· 13 trees are saved;

· 2.5 barrels of oil saved;

· 4100 kWh of electricity saved;

· 4 cubic metres of landfill saved;

· 31, 780 litres of water are saved.

Sustainability Victoria– Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_5_-_Paper.doc
See also: VISY Recycling Website, http://www.visyrecycling.com.au/s03_why/frame.asp


	Fact: Making paper from recycled materials results in 74% less air pollution and 35% less water pollution.

ZeroWaste New Zealand Trust, Auckland NZ

http://www.zerowaste.co.nz/default,72.sm


	Fact: Globally, the pulp and paper industry pumps 100,000 tonnes of acid rain producing sulphur dioxide into the air each year. 

ZeroWaste New Zealand Trust, Auckland NZ

http://www.zerowaste.co.nz/default,72.sm


	Fact: A single-sided, double-spaced document uses four times as much paper as a double-sided, single-spaced document.

Inform - Office Waste Reduction Tips

http://www.informinc.org/fact_office.php


	Products manufactured from recycled paper



	Fact: In 2002–03, 83% of waste paper recycled in Australia was used to make packaging and industrial paper 1. Most of the remainder was used to make printing and writing paper, tissues and newsprint. Small amounts were used for commercial grass seeding, fuel, insulation, animal bedding, kitty litter and moulded paper products, such as egg cartons, food trays and seedling pots 2.

Sustainability Victoria– Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_5_-_Paper.doc
See also: 

1. Annual Survey of Recycling Industries 2002/2003, EcoRecycle Victoria

2. Australian Paper industry Council Website, http://www.apic.asn.au/recycling/default.htm


	Fact: Did you know that the paper you write on today could be insulation in your house, a cardboard box or a chair tomorrow? There are so many uses for recycled papers; industrial and packaging paper, printing and writing paper, even newsprint can be recycled and remanufactured into useful new products. Some other uses include: 

· Cardboard point of purchase displays for supermarkets;

· Moulded paper products such as food trays and seedling pots;

· Take away food packaging;

· Cartons and boxes;

· Cardboard furniture;

· Plasterboard.

Visy – Visy Recycling – Paper & Cardboard

http://www.visy.com.au/divisions/category_page.aspx?did=1&sid=3&cid=89&scid=92


	Fact: Paper fibres can be recycled many times before they reach the limit of their useful life.  Eventually, though, the fibres become degraded and new pulp from trees needs to be added to maintain the quality of the paper. 

Sustainability Victoria– Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_5_-_Paper.doc


	Fact: Old newspapers are recycled into a variety of products including new newsprint, cardboard and packaging, housing insulation and animal bedding.

Sustainability Victoria– Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_5_-_Paper.doc


	Fact: All newsprint manufactured in Australia now contains up to 40% recycled fibre. 

Sustainability Victoria– Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_5_-_Paper.doc
See also: www.gould.edu.au/wastewise/waste_stop/pdf/act_05.pdf



	OFFICE EQUIPMENT



	Fact: Switching office equipment off at the power point ensures no energy wastage when it’s not in use. 

Standby Energy Consumption: A long-term strategy to achieve Australia’s One-Watt Goal 2002 to 2012. National Appliance and Equipment Energy Efficiency Committee, July 2002

http://www.energyrating.gov.au/standby.html


	Fact: The combined standby power from a whiteboard, microwave oven, hot water boiler and 20 mobile phone chargers can produce as much greenhouse pollution annually as driving your car 2,800 kilometres.

Sustainability Victoria – Energy Toolbox

www.energy-toolbox.vic.gov.au
http://www.energy-toolbox.vic.gov.au/dmdocuments/Poster_A3.pdf


	Computers



	Fact: A monitor typically uses nearly half the total energy required by your computer. Larger monitors use more energy. 

Office Equipment, Australian Greenhouse Office 

http://www.greenhouse.gov.au/lgmodules/wep/office/training/training3.html


	Fact: Screen savers do not save energy. They do not replace the savings made when the monitor is in ‘stand-by’ or ‘sleep’ mode or switched off. 

Office Equipment, Australian Greenhouse Office

http://www.greenhouse.gov.au/lgmodules/wep/office/training/training3.html


	Fact: Laptops use only 20% of the energy of a normal computer and have the best energy saving features of any computer.  They can save up to $200 in energy savings over 3 years. 

Office Equipment, Australian Greenhouse Office

http://www.greenhouse.gov.au/lgmodules/wep/office/training/equip1.html


	Fact: Screen savers are energy wasters. Most computers use about twice as much energy lighting up the screen as they do for processing. 

Office Equipment, Australian Greenhouse Office

http://www.greenhouse.gov.au/lgmodules/wep/office/training/training3.html


	Fact: Leaving your computer and monitor on during out of office hours can produce as much greenhouse pollution annually as driving your car from Melbourne to Perth.

Sustainability Victoria – Energy Toolbox

www.energy-toolbox.vic.gov.au
http://www.energy-toolbox.vic.gov.au/dmdocuments/Poster_A3.pdf


	Fact: Every year approximately 1.5 million computers reach the end of their lives in Sydney and Melbourne alone. This equates to more than 50,000 tonnes of computers being stored in garages or disposed of to landfill, instead of being recycled.

Department of Environment & Heritage – Media Release

http://www.deh.gov.au/minister/env/2005/mr29nov05.html


	Fact: It is estimated that in 2006 there will be around 1.6 million computers disposed of in landfill, 1.8 

million put in storage (in addition to the 5.3 million already gathering dust in garages and other storage areas) and 0.5 million recycled in Australia alone.

ABC Science – The Lab – E-Waste

http://www.abc.net.au/science/features/ewaste/default.htm


	Fact: Large amounts of toxic chemicals and metals are required to produce the silicon chips, disk drives, circuit boards and monitors that make up computers.

Australian Consumer Association – Choice – Where to recycle your computer (archived)

http://www.choice.com.au/viewArticle.aspx?id=103807&catId=100408&tid=100008&p=4


	Products made from recycled computer parts



	Fact: Your old computer contains parts, such as circuit boards, RAM and a central processing unit (CPU), that can be reused, as well as metal, plastic and other materials that can be recycled

Australian Consumer Association – Choice – Where to recycle your computer (archived)

http://www.choice.com.au/viewArticle.aspx?id=103807&catId=100408&tid=100008&p=1


	Fact: Computer equipment collected for recycling are disassembled into their parts (plastic, precious metals, batteries, cathode ray tubes, printed circuit boards, insulated wiring) and sent off to various parts of Australia and the world for recovery and recycling. 

Sustainability Victoria - Byteback

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/1107-byteback.asp?intSiteID=1


	Photocopiers and Printers



	Fact: Photocopiers are energy guzzlers. They use most of their energy to keep internal surfaces hot to enable the toner to correctly fuse to the paper. Even when no copying is taking place it is still consuming a high volume of energy.

Office Equipment, Australian Greenhouse Office

http://www.greenhouse.gov.au/lgmodules/wep/office/training/training3.html


	Fact: Colour printers use more energy than black and white printers. 

APS Energy  - Energy-Efficient Office Equipment “Energy Answers for Business” 

http://www.aps.com/images/pdf/OfficeEquipment.pdf


	Fact: It is estimated that Australians use around 1.5 million laser cartridges annually, leading to around 1500 tonnes of waste - an amount that would cover the entire Sydney Cricket Ground to a depth of half a metre - every year. 

Monash Green Office Program

http://www.adm.monash.edu/ohse/environment/green-office/tips/recycling/cartridge2.doc
See also: http://www.emp.unsw.edu.au/GOP/GreeningYourOffice/Cartridges/cartridges.html


	Fact: Not only do discarded cartridges take up landfill space, but the production of new cartridges requires significantly more resources and energy than remanufacturing used ones. Empty cartridges, as well as photocopier toner bottles, are a valuable resource which can be reused over and over again.

Monash Green Office Program

http://www.adm.monash.edu/ohse/environment/green-office/tips/recycling/cartridge2.doc
See also: http://www.emp.unsw.edu.au/GOP/GreeningYourOffice/Cartridges/cartridges.html



	LIGHTING



	Fact:  Lights account for up to 60% of energy use in an office.

Sustainability Victoria – Energy Toolbox

www.energy-toolbox.vic.gov.au
http://www.energy-toolbox.vic.gov.au/dmdocuments/Poster_A3.pdf


	Fact: Leaving lights on in a small office* when not needed, over a period of a year, requires 37 mature trees to offset the greenhouse pollution generated.

* office size 10mx10m

Sustainability Victoria – Energy Toolbox

www.energy-toolbox.vic.gov.au
http://www.energy-toolbox.vic.gov.au/dmdocuments/Poster_A3.pdf


	Fact: It is always cheaper to turn lights off than to leave them on.

Sustainability Victoria – Sustainable Manufacturing – Energy Efficient Lighting.

http://www.seav.sustainability.vic.gov.au/manufacturing/sustainable_manufacturing/resource.asp?action=show_resource&resourcetype=2&resourceid=34


	Fact: Compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs) are an energy-saving alternative to incandescent bulbs—they produce the same amount of light, use one third of the electricity, and last up to ten times as long.
Worldwatch Institute

http://www.worldwatch.org/pubs/goodstuff/lighting/



	PLASTICS



	Fact: In 2002, over 159,000 tonnes of plastic was sent for recycling in Australia, only 13.4% of the total plastic consumption for that year
. 

Sustainability Victoria – Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_6_-_Plastic.doc


	Fact: In 2002-2003, 7.9% (by weight) of household garbage in Victoria was made up of plastics.

Sustainability Victoria – Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_6_-_Plastic.doc


	Fact: Recycling PET bottles saves 84% of the energy it takes to make PET bottles from raw materials

Sustainability Victoria – Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_6_-_Plastic.doc


	Fact: Each year, Australians use 6.9 billion plastic shopping bags. Tied together this amount of bags would stretch around the world 37 times!

Sustainability Victoria – Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_6_-_Plastic.doc


	Fact: Plastic is a relatively new material. It was invented by Alexander Parkes in 1860 and has only been used widely in the past few decades. However, it has quickly become a popular material with over 1.1 million tonnes of plastic consumed in 2002 alone.

Sustainability Victoria – Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_6_-_Plastic.doc


	Fact: Plastics are made from crude oil, gas and coal. The Plastics and Chemicals Industry Association (PACIA) states that 'much of the raw material for plastics comes from waste in petroleum refining—some of which would otherwise be flared off and wasted'.

Sustainability Victoria – Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_6_-_Plastic.doc


	Fact: Victoria alone accounts for 43% of the total plastics recycled in Australia, with over 68,000 tonnes recycled in 2002
. 

Sustainability Victoria – Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_6_-_Plastic.doc


	Fact: A tonne of PET plastic containers made with recycled plastic conserves about 7,200 kWh of electricity. 

ZeroWaste New Zealand Trust, Auckland NZ

http://www.zerowaste.co.nz/default,72.sm


	Fact: By recycling plastics, you are saving energy and conserving a non-renewable source.

Ohio Department of Natural Resources – Division of Recycling and Litter Prevention

http://www.ohiodnr.com/recycling/awareness/facts/factsheets/plastics.htm


	Fact: Recycling plastic containers into new products saves about 50 percent of the energy used to make the same product from new material. In addition, recycling plastics can save twice as much energy as incineration.

Ohio Department of Natural Resources – Division of Recycling and Litter Prevention

http://www.ohiodnr.com/recycling/awareness/facts/factsheets/plastics.htm


	Fact: Some uses for plastics and recycled plastics in Australia:



	Plastic    Code

Name of plastic
Description
Some uses for virgin plastic
Some uses for plastic made from recycled waste plastic
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polyethylene  terephthalate  PET

Clear, tough plastic, may be used as a fibre.

Soft drink and mineral water bottles, filling for sleeping bags and pillows, textile fibres.

Soft drink bottles, (multi-and mono-layer) detergent bottles, clear film for packaging, carpet fibres, fleecy jackets.

[image: image3.png]



high density polyethylene HDPE

Very common plastic, usually white or coloured.

Crinkly shopping bags, freezer bags, milk and cream bottles, bottles for shampoo and cleaners, milk crates.

Compost bins, detergent bottles, crates, mobile rubbish bins, agricultural pipes, pallets, kerbside recycling crates, moulded products.

[image: image4.png]



unplasticised polyvinyl chloride UPVC

Hard, rigid plastic may be clear.
Clear cordial and juice bottles, blister packs, plumbing pipes and fittings.
Detergent bottles, tiles, plumbing pipe fittings, shoes.
plasticised polyvinyl chloride PPVC

Flexible, clear, elastic plastic.
Garden hose, shoe soles, blood bags and tubing.
Hose inner core, industrial flooring.
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low density polyethylene LDPE

Soft, flexible plastic.

Lids of ice-cream containers, garbage bags, garbage bins, black plastic sheet.

Film for builders, industry, packaging and plant nurseries, bags, agricultural piping.
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polypropylene PP
Hard, but flexible plastic - many uses.

Ice-cream containers, potato crisp bags, drinking straws, hinged lunch boxes.
Compost bins, kerbside recycling crates, worm factories, plant pots, automotive parts.
[image: image7.png]



polystyrene PS
Rigid, brittle plastic. May be clear, glassy.

Yoghurt containers, plastic cutlery, imitation crystal 'glassware'.
Clothes pegs, coat hangers, office accessories, spools, rulers, video/CD boxes.
expandable polystyrene

EPS
Foamed, lightweight, energy absorbing, thermal insulation

Hot drink cups, takeaway food containers, meat trays, packaging.
 

Produce boxes, waffle pods used in building.
[image: image8.png]



other
Includes all other plastics, including acrylic and nylon.

Fence posts, outdoor furniture, injection moulded products, agricultural piping. 




	ALUMINIUM CANS



	Fact: Recycling aluminium saves a significant amount of energy. Producing 20 cans from recycled materials uses the same power as making one can from raw materials.

Waste Wise WA – Recycling – Aluminium: http://www.wastewise.wa.gov.au/pages/recycling_aluminium.asp


	Fact: So much electricity is needed for aluminium production, that the smelting plants (factories that process aluminium) need their own power plants. 
Waste Wise WA – Recycling – Aluminium

http://www.wastewise.wa.gov.au/pages/recycling_aluminium.asp


	Fact: By recycling one aluminium can you are saving enough energy to run your television for three hours. 

Waste Wise WA – Recycling – Aluminium

http://www.wastewise.wa.gov.au/pages/recycling_aluminium.asp


	Fact: Since 1980 the weight of aluminium cans has been reduced by over 30%, reducing the amount of resources needed. 

Waste Wise WA – Recycling –Aluminium

http://www.wastewise.wa.gov.au/pages/recycling_aluminium.asp


	Fact: Making one aluminium can from raw material releases half a kilogram of greenhouse gas. Recycling saves 85% of that gas. 

Waste Wise WA – Recycling – Aluminium

http://www.wastewise.wa.gov.au/pages/recycling_aluminium.asp


	Fact: For every one tonne of aluminium recycled: 

· 13,300 kWh of electricity is saved; 

· 95% less air pollution is produced; 

· 4 tonnes of chemical product are conserved.

ZeroWaste New Zealand Trust, Auckland NZ

http://www.zerowaste.co.nz/default,72.sm


	Fact: Turning old aluminium cans into new cans saves 95% of the energy needed to make cans from ore. 

ZeroWaste New Zealand Trust, Auckland NZ

http://www.zerowaste.co.nz/default,72.sm


	Fact: Recycling aluminium saves millions of tonnes of greenhouse gasses, tonnes of coal which would be needed to generate the electricity and less fuel to transport the various materials around the countryside 

WSN Environmental Solutions - Aluminium

http://www.wasteservice.nsw.gov.au/dir138/publish.nsf/Content/educations_facts_aluminium


	Fact: Once an aluminum can is recycled, it's back on the grocery shelf as another aluminum can in 60 days. 

WSN Environmental Solutions - Aluminium

http://www.wasteservice.nsw.gov.au/dir138/publish.nsf/Content/educations_facts_aluminium


	Fact: Aluminium cans have been recycled in Australia for many years, and we are 5th in the world, recycling 63% of our cans, nearly 2 billion cans a year!

WSN Environmental Solutions - Aluminium

http://www.wasteservice.nsw.gov.au/dir138/publish.nsf/Content/educations_facts_aluminium


	Products made from recycled aluminium



	Fact: Recycled aluminium cans can be processed into new cans or other aluminium products such as saucepans and other homeware.
ACT NOWaste – Aluminium Can Recycling

http://www.nowaste.act.gov.au/ed/aluminiumcanrecycling.html



	STEEL CANS



	Fact:  Every year each Australian sends around 3.5 kilograms of steel cans and products to landfill - that's enough steel to make 40,000 fridges! 
Cansmart – Steel Can Recycling Campaign

http://www.cansmart.org/


	Fact: In 2002/03, 3.4% of items collected from kerbside recycling in Victoria were made up of steel cans.

Sustainability Victoria – Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_8_-_Steel.doc
See also: EcoRecycle Victoria, (2004) Local government data collection 2002 – 2003 Kerbside Waste Management



	Fact: Over 865,000 tonnes of waste steel was recycled in Victoria in 2002/03
. 

Sustainability Victoria – Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_8_-_Steel.doc
See also: Annual Survey of Recycling Industries 2002/2003, EcoRecycle Victoria, p. 13



	Fact:  Recycling steel cans saves 87% of the energy it takes to make the cans from raw materials, i.e. Iron ore and coal.

Sustainability Victoria – Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_8_-_Steel.doc
See also: Grant T, James K, Dimova C, Sonnefield K, & Lundies S, 1999. Stage 1 Report for the Life Cycle Assessment of Packaging Waste Management in Victoria



	Fact: Recycling one ton of steel saves mining n 1125 kilograms of iron ore, 450 kilograms of coal and 18 kilograms of limestone. 

Ohio Department of Natural Resources – Division of Recycling and Litter Prevention

http://www.ohiodnr.com/recycling/awareness/facts/factsheets/steel.htm


	Fact: The energy conserved by recycling 0.45 kilograms of steel cans is enough to light a 60-watt light bulb for more than one day

Ohio Department of Natural Resources – Division of Recycling and Litter Prevention

http://www.ohiodnr.com/recycling/awareness/facts/factsheets/steel.htm


	Fact: Steel is 100% recyclable, which means it can potentially be recycled over and over again without reducing the quality of the end product

Sustainability Victoria –  Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_8_-_Steel.doc
Can smart – Steel Can Recycling Campaign Website, http://www.cansmart.org/education/factsandfigures.html, Accessed July 2004



	Fact: All Steel cans made in Australia contain 25 – 40 % recycled steel.

Sustainability Victoria –  Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_8_-_Steel.doc
See also: Waste Wise Western Australia Fact Sheet, Steel. Government of Western Australia, Department of Environmental Protection.



	Fact: Throughout Australia, each person on average disposes of about seven kilograms of small steel products and cans each year.

BlueScope Steel – Recycling in the Steel Industry

http://www.bluescopesteel.com/navajo/display.cfm/objectID.DD8766F2-D685-477A-AF3D7A8D82E58D7D


	Fact: All steel cans are recyclable, even aerosols, food, oil and paint cans. Steel jam jar lids and bottle tops can also be recycled.

Waste and Recycling – Justin Healy

http://www.spinneypress.com.au/208_book_desc.html


	Products manufactured from recycled steel



	Fact: Recycled steel is manufactured into many things, including new cans, car bodies, bikes, planes, train tracks and tools.

Visy – Visy Recycling – Aluminium and Steel

http://www.visy.com.au/divisions/category_page.aspx?did=1&sid=3&cid=89&scid=93


	Fact: Steel cans are taken to recycling sorting centres where they are separated either by hand or with magnets. The cans are then baled and sent for remanufacture into new steel. 

Sustainability Victoria –  Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_8_-_Steel.doc



	GLASS



	Fact: Every year Australia produces more than one million tonnes of manufactured glass. 

Visy – Visy Recycling

http://www.visy.com.au/divisions/category_page.aspx?did=1&sid=3&cid=89&scid=91


	Fact: Glass can be recycled again and again indefinitely; hundreds of times, thousands of times, even millions of times! 

Visy – Visy Recycling

http://www.visy.com.au/divisions/category_page.aspx?did=1&sid=3&cid=89&scid=91


	Fact: Each year ACI Australia manufactures more than 1 million tonnes of glass. Only about one third of this is currently recycled 

Visy – Visy Recycling

http://www.visy.com.au/divisions/category_page.aspx?did=1&sid=3&cid=89&scid=91


	Fact: In Switzerland, 91% of manufactured glass is recovered for recycling. This is currently the world's best glass recycling practice 

Visy – Visy Recycling

http://www.visy.com.au/divisions/category_page.aspx?did=1&sid=3&cid=89&scid=91


	Fact: Making glass from recycled material requires approximately 40% of the energy necessary to make glass from sand. 

Visy – Visy Recycling

http://www.visy.com.au/divisions/category_page.aspx?did=1&sid=3&cid=89&scid=91


	Fact: Manufacturing with recycled glass uses less energy because recycled glass melts at a lower temperature than virgin raw materials. Because the materials do not need to be heated as high, less energy is required in the manufacturing process.

Visy – Visy Recycling

http://www.visy.com.au/divisions/category_page.aspx?did=1&sid=3&cid=89&scid=91


	Fact: 104,000 tonnes of glass was returned for recycling in Victoria in 2002/03, that’s 26.3% of all recyclables collected

Sustainability Victoria – Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_7_-_Glass.doc
See also: Victoria, Local Government Data Collection 2002 – 2003 Kerbside Waste Management Services, 2004



	Fact: 2.2% of household garbage in Victoria was made up of glass that could have been recycled in 2002/03.

Sustainability Victoria – Information Sheets
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_7_-_Glass.doc


	Fact: Over 85,000 tonnes of glass was recycled in Victoria in 2002/03.

Sustainability Victoria – Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_7_-_Glass.docAnnual 

See also: Survey of Recycling Industries 2002/2003, EcoRecycle Victoria



	Fact: Of the glass recycled in 2002/03, 85% was manufactured back into glass containers.

Sustainability Victoria – Recycling glass saves 64% of the energy it takes to make glass from raw materials.

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_7_-_Glass.doc


	Fact: Recycling glass saves 64% of the energy it takes to make glass from raw materials.

Sustainability Victoria – Information Sheets
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_7_-_Glass.doc
See also: Grant T, James K, Dimova C, Sonnefield K, & Lundies S, 1999. Stage 1 Report for the Life Cycle Assessment of Packaging Waste Management in Victoria (*Study limited to metropolitan areas. When modelled for rural locations, energy savings decrease due to an increase in transport requirements, however, the rural results are still positive.)



	Fact: Recycling a glass jar saves enough energy to light a bulb for four hours. 

ZeroWaste New Zealand Trust, Auckland NZ

http://www.zerowaste.co.nz/default,72.sm


	Fact: Glass manufacturers today make glass bottles that are much lighter than bottles made in previous years. This process, called ‘light weighting’, saves considerable amounts of energy and raw materials. 

ACI Glass Packaging state that a ‘stubby’ beer bottle made in 1986 weighed 260 g, but by 1997, the same size ‘stubby’ weighed only 180 g, which is a reduction of 31%.

Sustainability Victoria – Information Sheets

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_7_-_Glass.doc


	Fact: Recycling one tonne of glass saves about thirty four litres of fuel oil. 

Ohio Department of Natural Resources – Division of Recycling and Litter Prevention

http://www.ohiodnr.com/recycling/awareness/facts/factsheets/glass.htm


	Fact: According to ACI Glass Packaging, new glass bottles may be made with up to 100% cullet. However, currently they use anywhere from 40% to 80% content depending on the quality and quantity of cullet available
. Using cullet has real environmental and economic benefits, offering energy savings and helping to save resources. Each tonne of cullet saves 1.1 tonnes of raw materials.
Sustainability Victoria – Information Sheets
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_7_-_Glass.doc


	Fact: Glass produced from recycled materials reduces related air pollution by 20 percent and water pollution by 50 percent. Manufacturing glass from recycled materials also saves 68 percent energy and half the water normally required in the manufacturing process. 

Ohio Department of Natural Resources – Division of Recycling and Litter Prevention

http://www.ohiodnr.com/recycling/awareness/facts/factsheets/glass.htm



	Fact: Glass takes one million years to break down naturally.
Clean Up Australia

http://www.cleanup.com.au/attachments/CUA%20GLASS%20FACT%20SHEET.pdf


	Products made from recycled glass



	Fact: Bottles and jars collected in recycling schemes are sorted into clear, amber and green glass. Contaminants such as metals, plastic, china, ceramics and stones are removed, and the glass is crushed (the cullet). The cullet is transported to the glassmaking factory where it is used with the other batch materials to make:

· new glass containers, bottles 1;

· tiles;

· applications in construction, drainage and absorbent materials 2;

· sand substitute in concrete 3;

· construction of roads and as an abrasive particle in sandblasting 4;

1. Sustainability Victoria – Information Sheets 

http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/598-information-sheets.asp
http://www.ecorecycle.sustainability.vic.gov.au/resources/documents/Info_7_-_Glass.doc
2. Visy – Visy Recycling

http://www.visy.com.au/divisions/category_page.aspx?did=1&sid=3&cid=89&scid=91
3. Clean Up Australia

http://www.cleanup.com.au/attachments/CUA%20GLASS%20FACT%20SHEET.pdf
4. ACI – Glass Packaging

http://www.acipackaging.com/aciwww.nsf/FrameSet?OpenFrameset
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