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schools to be rewarded for smart use of resources 

Entries are now open for Victorian teachers and students to join the popular ResourceSmart Schools Awards to receive recognition and great prizes for achievements in using resources wisely and increasing their sustainability at school and in their communities.

The Victorian Government encourages all schools to enter the awards. “It doesn’t matter whether they are new to sustainability or have been running sustainability programs for years, we urge them to participate,” said the Acting CEO for Sustainability Victoria, Vera Lubczenko.

“The Baillieu Government supports Victorian teachers and students to build sustainability into every aspect of school and community life and these awards are a way of acknowledging and rewarding their achievements,” said Ms Lubczenko.

The 2011 awards offer a total of more than $45,000 in prizes, gifts and travel to assist schools with sustainability projects. 

Schools can also have fun with the annual Rubbish Free Lunch Challenge to dramatically reduce the amount of food packaging and rubbish at school, with a measurement day on 27 July and to celebrate their ongoing commitment to reducing resource use.  

In addition to the Rubbish Free Lunch Challenge Awards, schools can enter any of the following five categories of the ResourceSmart Schools Awards:

1. Biodiversity Smart School

2. Energy Smart School

3. Water Smart School

4. Waste Smart School

5. Community and Partnerships Smart School

The awards, an initiative of Sustainability Victoria, align to the program modules of energy, waste, water and biodiversity in the ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic Framework. This Framework looks at sustainability in primary and secondary schools across environmental, economic, social and educational areas and is part of the broader national Australian Sustainable Schools Initiative (AuSSI).

Schools entering three or more of the ResourceSmart categories will automatically be considered for the ResourceSmart School of the Year Award. There will be separate judging categories for primary and secondary schools, with one school recognised as the overall winner. 
The 2011 ResourceSmart School of the Year winner will also be invited to the Premier’s Sustainability Awards in 2012 to receive special acknowledgement from the Premier. 

Entries close on 24 August, with the awards ceremony being held in November.  
For further information on the ResourceSmart awards visit www.resourcesmart.vic.gov.au
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