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     Media release

                                 From the Minister for Environment and Climate Change

Wednesday, 27 February, 2008
NEW INITATIVE WILL TAKE A BYTE OUT OF COMPUTER WASTE
The Brumby Government and the computer industry have taken another step towards addressing the mounting waste challenge created by our appetite for computers with the opening of a computer take-back centre at Darebin, Environment and Climate Change Minister Gavin Jennings said today.

The Byteback facility, which is free to householders and small businesses, is expected to collect and recycle 160 tonnes of the roughly 1.4 million disused, outdated and broken computers and peripherals such as printers, keyboard cables and power packs that Victorians have acquired and now need to discard.

“The Brumby Government’s Towards Zero Waste Strategy prioritises a range of products diverted from landfill, including computers, batteries and fluorescent lights,” Mr Jennings said.

“This is creating an economic opportunity in the recovery of valuable resources which would otherwise end up in landfill,” he said.  

Last year, the Australian Information Industry Association and ten major IT brands - Apple, Canon, Dell, Epson, Fujitsu, Fuji-Xerox, HP, IBM, Lenovo and Lexmark - signed a partnership with Sustainability Victoria to establish an ongoing program to deal with the waste from surplus computers and equipment. 

Welcoming the new centre today, Mr Jennings said partnerships between industry and government were key to achieving the Towards Zero Waste targets.
“Most of the computers collected through the Byteback initiative will be recycled in Victoria. Precious metals, glass and plastics are recovered through recycling,” Mr Jennings said.
Australian Information Industry Association CEO Sheryle Moon said the Victorian Government’s $2 million program was providing a model for industry that could be adopted nationally.

“Up to 97 percent of all materials collected through Byteback will be recovered for recycling and the majority of those materials are then used in new products,” Ms Moon said.
“Our industry clearly recognizes that we must take a lifecycle approach to the products we create.”
Byteback sites currently operate at Camberwell, Geelong, Moonee Valley and now Darebin. Another five sites are planned, including in major Victorian regional centres.
For more information and details of Byteback sites, go to http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au. 
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